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With this volume another book l1s edded to the many that
are constantly appearing. It 1s, as you will readily see, en unpre-
tentious book, but nevertheless it presents in an ordinary way some
of the history that has taken place in the 1life of the little vil-
lage s0 many of us love. No world-wide events have taken place here
but the life of the village hase responded to many of the world
movemente of the past. Many conditions in the villege have conme
and gone which have changed the village as regularly and vitally
es the paeelng years chenge a person's likes, dislikes, habite and
even personal eppeerance. In fact, these changes sre quite a8 mark-
ed as if the village had been a city.

Thie Look ariginated ln the one hundredth snniversary
held in August, 19335. It grew immediately out of en invitatisn the
Centennial Committee of Arrangements gave the writer to act as
historian on the Centennial Programme on Aupust 30, 1933. Due to
a number of requests frow those at the Centennial, the writer con-
tinued hle study of the blstory of the village. Alsc, by the help
of a number of friends this volume has been made possible.

The reader will readily diecover that tie village heas
passed from & mere primitive "eettlement" with the simplest poe-
gible wind of life where 1t produced the larger part of its
neede to one of a more involved type of life. Then 1t passed on to
ite present state of life where it le more dependent as larper
centers of popnlation are naeturally. Thie chenge has been so grad-

ual ag to be scarcely noticeable. However, these ohanges are quite



noticemble to any one who takes the trouble to etudy ite bnistory
and make comparisons.

The illustrations are the work of one of the citizens of
the town, Rev. Frank K. Zartman. A word of appreciastion ls hereby ex—
tended to this skilled artisan. The firet illustration, of couree,
is an idealization of the loved old sulphur spring. In our lmag-
inations we san see the "0ld Spring" in ite wild forest solitude.
We can eee it visited by the native Indlane and the esturdy ploneer
travelers as they forced their way stubbornly through the dense
and wild forest to placeeg which they had to transform into new
homes for themselves and their children. ho knowe what nationali-
ties and what numbers of wlld and fierce animale quenched their
thirets at thie spring which gave out such a stranpge kind of water?
The imegination easily rune wild at the proepect. The "Sulphur
B8prings Community" map wae also drawn by the above mentioned art—
ist. The five maps were drawn by Myron Bittikofer of Marysville,
Ohio and Joseph A. Keller of Tiffin, Ohio. Charles Heiby of Bucy-
Tue, Ohlo was interviewed a number of times. His information wae
accurate and covered a wide field. Oliver J. Keller and C. A. Keller
could go back into the history of the village for many years. TFor
thie reason they could give information no other persons could
glve.

A list ls glven here of those who aided in so many aiff-
erent ways lmpossible to enumerate. This way is here taken to
express appreclation in a weak way. The esize of thie 1list
showa fairly well that the history of a emall village is to be
found in the hearts and memorles of thosé who are now living thers

and those who have lived there and gone elesewhere to live.




Th' = are the names of the persons referred to above:
Rev. Frank H. “ert, Lancaster, Ohio
¥r. Frank Bacon, Tiffin, Ohio
Mr. Oharles Harmen, Tiffin, Chlo
Mr. William Sexauer, Jr., Akron, Ohlo
Prof. I. J. Beck, Norwalk, Ohio
Prof. F. G. Bittikofer, Marysville, Ohlo
Mr. Oscar Squier, Carey, Ohio
Mr. Edgar Squier, Springfield, Ohlo
Mr. and Mrs. B. E. Wert
Mr. George P. Rader, Middletown, Connectiout
¥r. Samuel Gardner
Mr. Isaac Klopfenetein
Mr. Watson Manahan
Miss Ellen Bittikofer
Mr. John Feichtner
Mr. Wesgley Burns
Mies Lucretia Burns
Mr. Clarence Fox
Miee Nora Fox
¥r. Elmer Parcher
¥iese Ann Charlton
Mre. Susan Bender Bilseing, Lima, Ohio
Mr. Samuel Ulmer
Miss Carrie Bittikofer
Mr. John Btriker
Mr. Emanuel Crell, Findley, Ohio
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In 1774 England made all the land, from the Ohio river
to the Great Lakee and from Pennaylvania to the Mississippl river
Royal Domain and s part of the Province of Quebec. This made Oraw-
ford Oounty's headgquarters Canada. In 1776 the War of the Rewvolution
changed the ownership by force of arms. Then by the Treaty of Parie
in 1783 Crawford County became part of the New Nation.

By the Indian Treaties of 1785 and 1789 all of Ohio weet
of the Cuyahoga river, and about the northern half of the state west
of that river, including nearly all of northern Indisna and all of
eastern lichigan, was reserved to the Indians. This vast region was
designated as Wayne County, with headquarters at Detroit.

In 1805 another treaty was made with the Indians. This
treaty extended the eastern boundary of the Indian reservation fifty
miles farther west. Thie placed the eastern boundary of the reser-
vatlon on wiat is now the eastern line of Liberty and Wnetstone
tormehips. The seven easternuwost miles of the present county were now
cpen w0 settlement. Of these seven miles of thie territory four
miles wers a peri of Fairfield County, and the other three were a
pars cof Franklin County.

In 1208 Delaware and Xnox Oounties were created and the
eastern part of Crawford County was Enox County snd the western
vart was Delsware County.

In 1813 Richland County was organized and the four eastern
miles of the present Crawford County were a part of Richland County.
The other three of tae seven miles were a part of Delawasre County.

By the treaties of 1817 211 of the north-western pasrt of
Ohlio wee purchased from tle Indlans, with the execevtion of a few
tracte. The larpest of these was twelve by eighteen miles in size
and was located in what le now Crawford and Wyandotte Counties.
Thie newly opened section was a vart of Delaware County for three
YEATE.

By an act of the legislature in 1820 Orawford County was
formed frox the tract of land comuencing at the present western
bouncary of Auburn snd Vernon Tovmships and extending west thirty-three
miles, inclucing all of present Wyancotte County with the exception
of four miles on the western border of that county. The northern
bouncary oi Crawford at that time was the same ag the preseunt
wvoundary. Tne soutaern boundary at this time was two miles nortn
of thec present boundary. For juciciel reasone Orawlord County was
nlaced under tue care of Delaware County.

In 1828 Crawford County, comprising the territory of 12330, !
epoken of sbove, poesedgsed sn area of 584 square miles. A few years

atter 1835 511 of the present Crawford County wae thrown open to

cettleqsent by purchaee froa the Indlons. In 1842 the laet of the 1



Indian reeservation in Ohio was purchased.

The organization of Wyandotte County in 1245 changed
Crawford Qounty to its present borders. Crawford County at this time
lost the Wyandotte County on the west a strip of land eignfeen miles
square; from Richland Coumnty on the east Crawford County galned a
strip of land four miles wide and twenty miles long from east To wes
Thie made the present Crawford County ebout twenty miles equare.

3
L]

The above is en adaptation to this history from a moTe
extensive history of "Crawford County, Ohio" by Mr. John Hopley.

If any person will follow the territorial changes the
county underwent in ite history with a msp before him, he will
readily see that the forms of some of the tovmships are due o
the many changes in territory the county experienced in its
interesting history.
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When the territory which now comprised Liberty Townshin
was yet wild, it was covered by a dense forest, which contained s
luxuriant growth of underbrush, weeds and wilc grass. The lands were
wet most of the year. Wild animals of all kinds were free o rouam
as they pleased. The Indian, too, had the liberty to go where he
pleased .

In 1818 the ypioneers made a road from the Galion settle-
ments through what is now Middletown, Leesville and TWeet Liberty
to the Huron River, then on the Huron River to Lake Erie. Tious
we can easily imagine how these settlers, so far inlend, felt when,
by this route, they could have direct connection with the outside
world. This history teaches ue is a race-old trait.

Several years later the townships of Liberty, Bucyrus and
Sandusky made a road following the one now the Sulphur Springs
road and, when near the latter place, the road turned east and
pacsed haif a mile north of the present village of Tiro, connecting
with the road spoken of above. In this way the people of this im-
mediate region sought and found contact with the outside world.

The eastern boundary of Liberty Township was the western
boundary of the "New Purchase". The lands embraced in the towm-
ghip comprise a small portion of the immense tract purcirased 0y
the United States Government from the Indians in 1817, known as
the "New Purchase'.

Thousands of sttlers of this "New Purchase", in journeying

to their new homes, passed through what is now Crawford County.



O0f the vaet number thue coming this way many turned aside to
vielt the forests, glades and glens of Liberty Township.

On November 37, 1835 the Marion COounty Oommissloners
passed the following action: "Be it enacted that surveyed township
number two in range 17 south of the bage line in the district of
PCelaware be, =nd the same is hereby organized into a new towmship
by the name of Liberty". It was fully organized by the spring of
18868. We are told the tovmship was named after the "Goddess of
Liberty." I can give no authority for this statement.

The first families that came to this region were from New
England and the Western Reserve. In a short time in the 30's
came Pennsylvanis Germans and immigrants from Germany. In tne
50'g another migration of Penneylvania Germans came to the town-
ship. Taese people of these various migratione settled in the
northern portions of the township. 1In 1820 the territory was
without a white person and was a wild forest, In 1830 it had

655 persons.
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by Frank B. Heibert
L:b.neas"fer-, OFHG

I'm the sulpbur epring, once famous,

Close by the eide of the 'Paris' trail;
My voice is weak, my sight is dim,

S0 now 'tis time for my last wail.

Oft came in ages past, the bear,
The buffalo, the ox, =nd tne deer;

To drink, their fiery thirst to quencnh,
And then lay down to rest gulte near.

Under hie tent on yonder slope,
The Red Man sat and smoked and afte;
Coming oft for a cool, refreshing drinx,
Little conscious of his cruel fate.

Then came the White Man and looked and emniffed,
And took some rubbish off my chest;

That the faster I might run and Iill,
His bucket with water of thne best.

Returning, they washed my face,

Fainted my cheeks, powdered my nose;
And then to all the world I eaid,

"I gmell =nd look as sweet as a rose."

Alss, the ploneer has gone,
With buffalo and Indian, %to eleep
In his far off bappy resting place,
And I alone the vigil keep.

I, too, shall soon be with the blest,

¥y breath is short, my heart-beat slow;
The night of death is drawing nigh,
My parting blessing I now bestow.

But wihen I'm gone, write, "Here lies one,
Long a faithful friend of man and beast,
Who gave 'a cup of colé water!,
Both to the great and the least.”

The end.
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Our God is good to every town,
Just as a father to his child;

But when o'er Sulphur Springs He passes,
He just looked down and smiled.

For olrcling round and round He saw,
Rich fielde of ripened grain so falr;
And many scree of wooded land,
Meadowe and orchards everywhere.

And in the corporation bounde
He gaw two churchee dedicatec
To teach sll parents how to live
To be by children venerated.

ind that the children too might learn
To read and write and multiply;

A scioool, with teacher and hic'ry rog,
Tas there this need to eatisfy.

Then came stores, mills, and tanneries,
Slhoemaker and wagon makeT;

Smithy, butcher, tasilor, doctor,
And soon after, the undertaker.

Yes, God saw old Bucyrue too,
And every town on hill and glade;
But whenagain He looked on 'Sulphur'
He just came down snd stayeC and stayed.

Sulphur Springs, deer old Sulphur Springs,
In years, grown old and weary too;

In epirit, young end undiswmayed,
Today we all with joy salute you.

Your sone and daughters wander far,
In search of greater wealth and glory;
But win or lose, your pralse they sing
The world around, in verse and story.

By Frank B. Helbert, Lancaster,
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John 8lifer ceme to Liberty Townsui: in 1885 from Rhif native
etate of liaryland. Then he errived, he boupnt = quarter section
of land froa the povernaent. He wes never very guccessful in bus-—
iness. 1In 1841 he eold kis lend to Judge B. W. Iusgrave. In 1243
he went weest very greatly discourzged and, sad to sey, later toox
nis own life.
kr. Blifer was a pood scholar and r suvlendid, but carelese,
penman. He held severzl tpwneuin offices =né wee justice of the
reace from 1835 to 1841.

Thet he could cefenc nimseli tie followin: inckdent will
show very clearly. On one occasion hLe sent up 3o the Courti of Com=
mon Pleas a transerint frow his docket that wes B0 illeuible that
Juoge Ozias Brovn could not read it. The judge with greet digmity
exclaimed, "The people must be fools to elect such ignorant men
ag justices of tie neace." Hon. Josizh 8cott, a lawyer, ssid imue-
cistely, "Fow would it be, Judpe, if tnis ignorant Justice knew more
and could write betier than eny of us?' Immediately lr. Slifer,
who was in the court room, asked the clerk of the courts for a pen
znd exeet of paper, for which he paid on tie sbot. Then he conied
the tranecriot in 2 wold, beautifuvl hand znd gave it to the court.
Our historiasn says "Tne Court wes thunderstruck with astonishment
"hy," exclaimed the judge, "didm't you write it that way beforeit
"Pecruse," snswereé Slifer with great dlipnity, "Sir, I subnosed I

wag writing 1t for tie perussl of men snd not for boys."




Names of the Village

ANNAPOLIS: -
Thie name wae given to the village by John Slifer wiuo came
from Maryland whose capital waee Annapolis. Hls affection
for his home state no doubt caused him to use this neme.

Blifertown:-
This was a nickname gliven the village by the peaple
who admired John 8lifer who had done eo much for the vil-
lage he loved so much.

Sulphur Spring:-
This name was given to the village by the Postal
Department of the Government. Undoubtedly the
famous old sulphur gpring inspired the eingular
nurmber and so it was decreed that the name chould
be Bulphur Scring.

Bulphlur 8prings:-
The name of the village was again changed by the
Pogtal Department of the Government. This time
the name chosen was Sulphur Springe and so
changed July 11, 18380. This change was no doubt
due to the fact that there were other post-offices
in the postal service with the name, Sulphur
Spring.
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ae villspe of Annspolis, Sulpiur Suring Fost Oiilce,

wes lald out in the year 1833 by Jo.m Slifer, tho crue 119 Merylend
anc nased tals new town Annspolis after the cepitol of nie n-tive
stete ou lexyland. The neople, however, nened it 8lirer Torm. To
July 11, 1820 the name of the villsie woe Suls-ur S-ring; on thet

Geste an s"was acded to the word Sorin.. Since 1330, tnereiore, ihe

neme has been Sulplur Springs.

a perv I tic lend Jo.n Blifer h=id tourat from the Govern.ent
prior to 1E35. About foriy lots were iormec from Loe orieinzl Slat.
ing: tue Iirss yesr houses were built by tie folloving oereons:
Jemes L. Gurwell, Joan Bolinger, Nicnolzs Yolinger, Jacob Feter.on,
Fetex StucsLatn, enc Benjemin Sinn. Tue vilizge wes located on
whet ie now celled toe zZucyrus rad Ply.south Rosc. Tuen, however, it
weg cellec wae Ferle noad after the towm of Flywouth, ~hich wos =&
Tirst czlled Prris.

Tike villa e surcly uzs cily prooortions. The aein
etrect is not Plywoutlh, 28 we ustslly cell it, but Paris Sireet;
tie next to tie soath pest tiie Lutheran churca is South Street; the

next sireet 1o the souin is Szncueky Street; tie sour nori. =iy

The oripinzl vlat conteined treniy seree of lend. Toie wes '
T ‘

gouth etreete, veginning st the west, are! Welnut peet tie Geor:e nace

noxe, Liberty rumning tarough the torm meet the 0. 1. Xeller liome
enc tle Luthersn church; Jackeon running throuph thz "Fuolio Scusre!

end pagt the Brzumwel Ul.er howme; Test running frow the Plymouth Hoagd



Past the grist mill out into the country. This street is the eastern
boundary of the village. The county auditore map calls the street
forming the north side of the triangle in the eastern part of the
village Short Street. Thie street leade on to Teeltown and thence
to Shelby, Ohio. The village is located on high ground and therefore
easlly drained. Spring Run comes into the wvillage from the south-sast
and runs in a north-westerly course along the eastern dide of the
village. t ultimately empties into the Brokensword Oreex. The
0ld vebteran sulphur epring emptiee into Spring Runm a short distance
from the spring. There wae a little open stream, or ditcn, in the
east central part of the village that empties into Spring Run aleo,
just a little west of the junction of East and 8hort Streets. It
ie now tiled =né renders the seme service as when it wae an open
stream.

| The village has had a remarkable history from an incustrizl
viewvpoint; mueicel, educational and religious impacts have been

especially vigorous throughout ite long history.

wellsville:— Thie little group of houses id located 1in tToe
eastern part of the village south of Short Street leading to Teeltowns
ws rememioer tihet when Teeltown was established, some, in their en-
thusiasm, thought the county seat would surely be taken froa Bucyrue
=nd located in Teeltorn. “hen we recell thils embitious entimsizasn
the thought comes to one's mind thet this group of homes mlght aave
been planned 2& & connectin linx vetmeen the old village and tioe naw
county seat. Tie fact remsine thet the groun is trere, whatever tae

reagon mty be.
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It 1s correot to say, I think, that the mojority
villages are located en a road; othere at crossrcads. The
of Annapolis, as it was first named, hnd the originsl picneer's
instinet, or good judgment, when he located this villare. Tae vil-
lage is located on five dietinct roads. However, there =re =ix
directions from which a person may enter the town; from the
north-east; from the east; from the south; from the esutnweat, Tros 4
west; and from the north. Thece roads gpive reacy access to the
town, or afford opportupity for reaching other centers: New Waczh-
ington ané Plymouth to the northeast; Shelby and Tiro to the
east; Galion and Crestline to the south; Bucyrus, Marion, Delaware
and Columbus to the southwest; the farmins lande to the west; the
farming bottom of the Broken Sword Creek to the north, thence to
the villegees and Attica farther north.

Unaer

m 0
H O
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John 8lifer, the founder, showed the pioneer inetinct
when he located the village on high ground. It was not to get
the place safe from freshets, but he followed the same ides in
locating the town as was followecd by those who located ro=ce in
the early daye. Tne roads were put on the hi.h dry ground be-
cause it was naturally the driest to keep them out oi the merely
wet lande. So, I imagine, John Slifer, put the town he wee locating
on high solid ground, which was na¥turally the driest. This
elevated poeitlon becomes evident from any of the six directions
vou may enter the town. Coming from the northeast into the
village from the Union Church thiree undulations in the rosd are
encountered. Tane third undulation, where the ¢lé log school
house was located eastward, takes you to the creek bottom and taen
abruptly up into the "publiec square', ghich 1s about as high as
any point in the northeast road just mentioned; comin. in from
the east, you come gradually down to th® creek bottom again anc
then proceed abruptly up again to the high ground one block
south of the Ypublic aguare"; coming in from the south, you go down
quite gradually into the village because you are going in the
direction of the water as it naturslly goes down its course
through the southeast part of the village and finally finds its
way into Spring Run. From this little etream you proceed abruptly
upward again toward the "public square"; coming in from the south-
west you go down graduslly from the CUonley Clurch to the creek
bottom weet of the villasge, from this creek you go gradually up
to the highest point in the main part of tne town. This is
located juet about opposite the eonsolidated school building.
From this high point you go gradually down agaln to the "public
equare’. Coming in from the west, you go up-grade very gradually

ilco



into Paris street c=nd then dowm to the "public sgzure"; coming in
from the norih, you cowe up gradually from the Broken Sword Oreek
channel %o the public square.

As = person looks out from the village in 211 directions,
he has tle distinct sensation of being on a safe upland location.

The village has never had much land in flood area.
Avout the only enterprise that was in flood waters occasionally was the
Fumiston saw-mill because it stood at the junction of the two
stresme ( one now o closed tile ditch) which drained the village.

All this makes it ouite evident how wisely Joun Slifer
selected the site for the village he was locating voth from tne
view of drainage, aznd approach frem different parts of the country
around. This same caution was shown, seemingly, when he located
the log school house on the ground he donated to the village.

Ee located the scuool house on the knoll some distance east of the
old spring, ancé away from the creek level. Tiae house commanded

a view from 211 directions and certainly was safe against trouble
from water.

It should be stated nere that those who located the brick
gschool house in the eastern part of the village followed Mr. Slifer's
eXample and zlsc put it on zn isolated elevation, almost directly
south of the log school location. This location ie very commanding,
particularly from the east. Froum the standpoint of location and
outlook it is excellent. Th=® eastward outlook is guite striking,
guite precipitous, in fact. The natural dralnage anc the springs
up-stream woulé have furnished a natural pona, or a little lake,
that would have adcded much to the picturesqueness of the school
ground. The approach to the school house from the south is up a
gradual grade, wholly unlike the approach Ifrom the east or west,
but somewhat like thai from the north would have been. The land
to the south would have affordsd ample space for play purposes as
the many sports of the years gone by amply demonstrated. The famoue
"match games" of basebsll of many years ago were all easily taken
care oi here. Of course, an occasional "lefthander" would send
tie ball dangerously near the south bound road occasionally. But
our great city league teams have "out-of-bounds" home run privileges.
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As indlcated in another place, the post-office name of
the village wae Sulphur Spring t1il1l 1890 when it was changed to
Sulphur Springs. Toe fimous old sulphur spring gafe it the firast
name to line village. But the Postal Service chanpged it to Springs
arbitrarily. Yet the fact is, many other sulphur springs could have
been developed had there been a need.

This 0ld spring has been flowing for generations and
has been visited by multiplied thousands of people. It has always
been the show place of the village. At times, it mizht have been
better groomed. At the present writing it is sadly in need of re-
pairs. Yet i1t has always neld a high place in the aifections of the
town. The hope is that some time some singer will arise who will
speax the unexpressed affection of the village and do it in an im—
mortal form. I =am heppy to say that one of the ©oyes of the village
has felt nis love for his birth place so etrongly that he has
written his love in poetic form. I refer to the beautiful tribute
Rev. Frank B. Heibert has written.

Without doubt the charaeters in the pageant at the "One
Hundredth Anniversary" on Aupust 30, 1933 did what meny thousands
daid in tne preceding generations. That is, tuney shrugged their
shoulders and shook their heads and said, "Bahl" The smell of the
water surprised and provoked these thirsty travelers, evidently,
because a lusty spring should naturally afford better service to
tue weary wayfarer. We may well imdgine what the Indians and the
wild znimals of the forests in this region did when they happened to
come upon this wonderiul old zift of nature. TDid they drink foom
this medicinal gift frox God's hand of prévident care and go on their
guests refresned and strengthened? We surmise they did and were the
hanpier for having met this friendly spring.

As stated above, many sulphur s>rings could have been
developed if the need had arisen. There are at the village many
places where springe of the purest water could be easily developed.
But our interest should lie with tue old spring that hias a history
going back into the past so far that one's imagination can find no
bounds.

A friend so true as this old spring has been through the
untold centuriee of the past deserves the best of attention con-
stantly to preserve its power, appearance, beauty and historical
place in the very life of the communitiy. The people of the
community will be untrue to this old friend of the village till
the people awake to tie obligation of renewing tuls old friend and
giving it the dignity 1t naturally deserves in the life of the
people. Tne old and young should joln in thle work of love and
veneration. Nelther group should lead tut should joln hands and Bo

forward soomn.



There are at least three open sulphur wells that at one
time were open flowing wells. All theee are in the villege. Omne is
on the wesi bank of Spring Run on Paris Street (Flymouth Road ).

Thie well emptied into Spring Bun; another well ie at the home on

the South-Weet corner of South and East Btreets. Thie well has been

a very sirong one msnd of a very pronounced sulpiur flavor. Thie well-
wag the most popular one in the village when the school in the old
brick school house was in full ewing; the third well was on the lot
adjoining the above lot, only to the immediate west. This well was
aleo a very popular plsce for glaxing the real or imaglinary thirste

of the boys and girls going to and from school. Theee wells emptied
into the llttle ditch on the west line of thie lot. This cditch

can not be seen now because it hos been tiled.

Before the modern sutomobile controlled the modern high-
way there was a big water trough at the well just west of the bridge
over Spring Run on the south side of Peris Street fPl?mouth Road).
The trough ie no longer there becaure the horse on the modern road
is gone. However, the well is there but covered with a blg slab of
gtone which mutely spesks of the serviece this forpotten well &o
bumanely rendered to the travelere on thie important highway, and
aleo the numerous beasts of burden that formerly went across country
traneporting what now the sutomobile mess 50 cuickly does.

Amidet thie lavieh display of sulphur water we muet not
forget to notice an ieolated spring of ice-cold suluhur water on the
South-East corner of Short =nad East Streets -— between the old grist
mill and Short Street. Those who could not slake their thirst a+t the
other places could always find a cold refreshing drink here. This

Yspring wae aglways a genuinely pleasani surprise to the thirsty visi-
tors. lany of these visitore were those who had to wait for their
"griete" in warm weather at the old grist mill near uy. One can well
imagine many coming across the street from the blackemith shop di-
rectly acrose the street belonging to Henry Heiberteshausen. Again,
no doubt many came to thie spring from the old Bumiston sawmilil

also just across on the north eide of East Stroet.

There le very Eﬂﬂd auinorlity for saying that many Bprings
are lying dormant along Bpring Run, north, and particularly south on
Spring run, 1. e., south east of the site of the 0ld brick school
house. I dount if many of the old villavere appreciate the rich
water treasure they possgss. I know I did not when I was liviog at
home. Thie unusual legecy is taken as a matter of oourse.

This unueual water tremsure of thie vlllage ie so unusual

that it eimply neede to be spoken of that ite eignificance is not
forgotten amidet the very sbundance of it.
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The firet settlers of the county were from New England
and the Western Reserve and #ttled in the Sandusky River bottoms
in the southern part of the county. After these came the Penn-
sulvania Germans ( Dutch) and immigrante direct fwom Germany. Theee
Germans settled in the central and northern parts of the county.
Some of these first settlers, though, sold out and moved westward.
But many of these families, on the other hand, remained and now form
the baeis of the present-day population of the Tegion.

A cloee-up view of the populaticn of Liberjy township
shows how the population has varied and how it is now less than it
has ever been. The following figures show what the population

of the township has been by ten-year periods:

1840 - 1489 1870 =~ 1597
1850 - 1782 1880 - 1885
lee0 - 1788 1330 - 1109

The sbove fipures show that the population of the tovmehio was
highest in 1860 and the lowest in 1930. The peak in population

of the township, as stated, came in 1860 and never, to the present,
has 1% reached the peak of 1860. There is no doubt that the

Civil War had something to do with thie decrease in population.

Thie decrease in population, however, is due to geveral other caused.




Another cause is that many people went west, chiefly o
Kansas in the 70's to start 1ife anew. Land was high in value in
this community but in the West it was much cheaper and young peovls,
as 1t was thought, could establish themselves in 1life more readily
and cheaply in this great West as it was then called. Thie was a
mighty pulling force. The following were some of the familiee of
the village who migrated at this time. Some families aleo from the
neighboring farms went. Among these people were the Musgraves, the
Jacob Shull family, the Raders, the Frys, and Mr. Charlee Perze.
These people were a very great loss to the town and the community.

The migration of the 70's was & major event. However,
there was a minor migration in the latter B0's and early 90's. At
that time =z number went to Kanbas and Nebraska. Wesley Tressler
went to Nebraska in 1889. The community lost a very excellent young
man who wae engaged in teaching in the country schools, but lived
in the village. Several years later the "People's Friend", the
village paper of 1892, says: "William Tressler is making arrangementis
to go to Nebraska, where his brother Wesley has rented a large stock
fsrm. The two brothers will work together -- Will working on the
farm and Wesley will continue teachlng and devote his spare time to
the managing of the farm." In this way the village was losing
quality people at so late a date as 1893.

The third cause for deorease of population is the movement
to the modern city. The unusual opportunitles for employment
there and the constant introduction of machinery on the farms
arouml the villsge reduced the amount of man-power needed on the

farmes. These forcee cmused the people, the young



people of the town especially, to seek employment elsewhere.

Another contributing factor in thie population decrease
should be noticed here. It is that there has never been, sbsolutely,
no extensive opportunity for anyone to live in the village who has
had a deesire to live a professional Iife, except one person for
medicine, several teachers, and, at most, three pastors. It 1s easy
to see that all professionally inclined persons would be forced to
migrate, and have always done so.

As sbown above, the Germans from Pennsylvanias and Germany
eettled in the north part of Crawford County and Liberty Township.
In the 1850's another migration of Pennsylvania Germans ( Dutch)
came to the town and township. These were in the main, the Kellers
(two main branches), Benders, Raders, mnd Hopplee.

Sulphur Springs, being in Liberty Township, which 1& the
central townehlp of the county, has been in the Germen belt during
its entire history. Therefore, the town has always been under
Teutonic influence in the main. The following are the names of
some of the German families living in the township: Sheeley;

Ulmer; Schnarrenberger; Bittikofer; Knappenberger; Pfleiderer;
Walther; Trommeter; Leonberger; and Gerstenberger. The names of
some of the families in tne village are: Klopfenstein; Heiberts-
hausen; Keller; Pfleiderer; Zerbe; Shafer; Shieber; Heiby; Zeigler;
Rader; Abendroth; Hettrick; Fry; Bower; Cleesler; Sexauer; Coleman;
Bremnner; and Deppler.

The names given above talken from the twonehip and the
village sound aes 1f a section had been taken from the city directory
of Berlin in Germany. This merely shows how predominantly the

population of this reﬂian, the townehip and the village, is sng




always hae been ierman.

Other nationalities, however, have been contributing to
the welfare of the commnity, but the village especially. Thie
fact is illustrated by the following names of families: S5Squier;
Humiston; Bacon; Scott; Souder; McGinnie; Virtue; Oarrothere and
Bevington. These names merely accentuate the contrast.

It should be noted that there has been very little
preaching in the German language in the villoge. There never were
stated German services in the village churches. I mean there were
no churches holding regular German services exclusively. BSuch ser-
vices, however, were held in the Union Church, Lower Broken Sword
Church and the German Lutheran Church north-west of the village.
These churches, of course, gave those who desired tThis type of wor-
ship an opportunity outside of the town.

Tne above conditions left the services in the village
open to the Englieh languege. This shows why English services
have been so prevalent in town when the community has been so
gtrongly German. To the credit of the peozle, be it said, that they
never allowe¢ the language question in the church service to destroy
the churchee by the usual destructive language controversies.

The induetrial end commercial life of all kinds has
been mainly in Germezn nands throughout the entire history of tne
town. It must not be forpotten, though, that the town was founded
" by that Marylander, Johm Siifer. Also that R.W. Musgrave, who owned
all the land around the village,came from New York.Buk, in each case,
the property finally fell into German hands in the mein. The big-
gest industries, the hoop and barrel factory and the five bugpy
and wagon ehops were in the hande of Germans. True, the grist mill



finally, though, fell into German ownership.

The 1ife offi the town has always been conservative, and
yet has always been thrifty and safely progressive in all the
lines of its life.

It is interesting to notice, though, that the practice of
medicine hae notably been in the hands of doctors who have not
been German. However, we must not forget that Dr. George L. Zeigler
was a German, and one of the earlger doctors who developed a very

arge practice. But when he went olit of practice of medicine, it

went out of German hands almost entirely.
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Bousiness g_{ the U_f_lié_g’e

In the fall of 1834 former Judge Enoch B. Merriman open-
ed a stock of dry goode and groceriea in the village and Daniel
Young, bis clerk, sold his first pound of coffee. In tne fall of
18368 of" early in 1837, Cornelius and James F. Dorland started anobher
store in the village. Thie etore continued till the latter part of
1%40. For the remainder of 1840 and all of 1841 the village had no
store.

Former Judge R. W. Musgrave then started a store which he
sold to Horace Rowe of Bucyrus in 1844. Horace Fowe was in businees
£ill the latter part of 1851. Judge R. W. Musgrave, Joseph Biddle and
F. N. Biddle conducted a dry goods and grocery store in a building
Just opposite the garage on Paris Btreet, Later the firm name changed
th Joseph Biddle, Oliver J. Keller and A. J. Scott.

A. J. Bcott and Oliver J. Keller built the brick builcdingz
that now stands on the south-west corner of Paris and Jackson Stresta.
In this building this firm carried on a wholesale businese in pro-
duce, gathering in the various forams of praduce from the neighboring
towne and selling these goods by wholesale in Shelby, Bucyrus and
elsewhere. They also did a big business in dry goods.

Andrew Morrison and his son carried on tne same kind of
business in this brick building. The Morriesons, however, introduced
the huxter type of selling goods through the country. Mdr. Lorrison
and his son disposed of taeir interests to ir. John Keister who
was the last to do this kind of business in the building.

The present store of 0. and C. Keller was built by Alfred
Fry. Y¥r. Fry anc John Guiss formed a partnership for dry gosde and
groceries. Later Alfred Fry and C. A. Keller bought out John Guiss
and continued the business. Yet later Isaac Klopfenstein Lought
out Alfred Fry. Then tne firm was Keller snd Klopfenstein. Still
later Oliver J. Keller bought a one-third interest, then the firm
wae Klopfenstein, O. and 0. Keller. Soon thereafter C. A. Keller and
0. J. Keller secured the entire control of the business and proverty.
They have been 1in business so long that the wholesale grocery firm
bf Tracy and Avery in Mansfield, Ohio say that the account of 0. and
C. Keller is the oldest account on their books.

Thie wvillage has had a drug store since the 80's. Reuben
T. Bower conducted the business in a building which stood on the
south-west corner of Farie (Plymouth) and Liberty Streets. The build-
ing is now the home of Mr. and Mrs. B. E. Wert and is located on
Sandusky Street. Dr. H. 8. Bevington followed R.T. Bower in the
drug bueinese in the same building. Frederick Sexauer later took over
the business.Be later took the stock of druge and notpions to the
building just west of O. and C. Keller's present store room. This
building was occupled by Lewis Sexauer with a notion store. The
Sexauers then took thelr entire interests to the brick building
on the equare now called the drug store.
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Dr. H. 8. Bevington was vitally connected with Lne drug
bw_.lsinese in the villege. He practiced medicine for some tims and
then he moved to Bucyrus. Then he moved to s farm home at tne inter—
section of the Plymouth Hoad and the second road from tne norhih
west of Sulphur Springe. Here he practiced his profeession for
some years. From this home he removed to Sulphur Springe for che
practice of medicine. At this iime he bought the drug store that had
been conducted by R. T. Bower for a number of yeare. MWilton EGbers
acted as the doctor's drug clerk. OCharles Sexauer followed llr.
Ebbert as the Doctor's second drug clerk. He then ook up the
Btudy of medicine. The third drug clerk in this store was Frederick
Sexauer, Jr. After his apprenticeship, he, with hie uncle, Lewisg
Sexauer, bought the store from Dr. Bevington. These men conducied
the business in this place for some years when they left this place
of business as indicated on the preccding page.

The Bexauer drug store was bought by John Bittikofer who
conducted a very successful drug and notion business till the
tire of his death. Since that time his family has conducted a
well established general notion and refresihment business. As
shown elsewhere, the postoffice was in this store for soume years.



Mrs. Reuben Finch conducled a thriving millinery snd )
dress making businese in her shop that stoou where lirs. F. L. Vir-
tue now lives. The stock of hats in the front part of tne building
was very attractively arranged. The dress making part of the bus-
iness wae conducted in the back part of the building. Mre. Finch
finally sold out to the Gillespie sisters who conducted businese in
the same building. When Dr. F. M. Virtue built his house thie
small building was finally to#h down.

I wish to *r-at butcheringy ae a business and not as &
mere trade involving merely the knowled; e of huw to cut up the
carcass of an animal in the most economical way. In the earlier
times the butchers bought the animals, sometimes tney developed and
killed them as they were needed. Then they worked them up into tue
dlfferent products. Lr. Vagner was one of the oldest butchers that
comes most readily to mind. Charles Coleman is the one that stays
in the mind as one sees him poing through the country like a whirl-
wind. His slaughter house was on the north side at tlhe end of South
Street. There was quite an open space to the west of the house.

At one time Charles bought a Buffalo. The killing of Lthis animal

was well advertieed and =o there wae a big crowd on hand to witnese
this rare sight, and to see this enimal of the prairies. Then, as
Charles had figured it, people were anxlous to secure some of this
meat. Some people thought the stock of buffalo meat was lasting
unduly long, but however that may have been,the project, no doubt,
wae a success from an advertising point of view. Oliver lieGinnis ané
Horatio Markley come readily to mind aslso f@p they were vigorous
dealers in the butchering business.

A farming community like this would afford otportunity
for 2z thrivinz businees in hardware.

Before tne Jivil War, Samuel Eollinger and Amos Keller
conducted a hardware vusiness west of Spring Fun on the south side
of Parie Btreet (Parie Road). Amos Xeller later bough$s out Ur.
Bollinger and conducted the business alone. When the Civil War
broke out, Amos Keller turned the key in the door to his hardware
gtore and, with his brother Aaron Keller, organized Co. C of the
49th 0. V. I. Amos Keller's brother, Joel F. Keller, closed out
the stock of hardware. This took place in 18581l. It ie safe to say
toat it wae not a long time till the two Henry Frys began their
hardware Careers WieTe Geor%a Rader is now doing business. The Frys
were followed by the firm of Ueorge P. Hoder and Jacob 8. Keller
who continued this line of businese L1ll Jacob 5. Keller withdarew
fro:x the firw and removed to Bueyrue where le continued in the
same line of work. (eorge F. Rader has continued the businege
since by himself. Businees was closed out in the sumwer of 1934,

# Toe first tavern was built in 1B8368. The second oue
was built by Corneliue Corland and Hobert McKee!'on the lot occup-
ied by Fry's store". Dr. Turley bLullt a tavern "on the Sexauer lot, !

# This first tavern wae a log house built by John Grogg.



gut this tavern was burned in 1847. Thie,of course, was many years
“efure the Sexauer shops were built on the south-east corner of the
Publie Square."

liany people remember the tavern conducted by liichael Heiby
everybody said he was a model tavern keeper. Ihe term tavern meant
a hotel and bar where liquors of all kinds were sold. Liicheel Heiby
first conducted a tavern in a log house that stood where John Kafer's
hume_now stands. Michael owned all the land from his log houe east
to the corner. On the north-west corner of the "Public Square! he
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built the present house that is known as the "hotel." In this build-
ing he conducted a tavern, a model tavern as people concidered if,
till the "One thousand dollar Dow tax" was imposed on thie bueiness,

He said he could not pay this tax and conduct tne businese as ne
wanted {0 conduct it. His unbreakable rule was that two drin.s, as
a rule, was all thzt any one should have. For this reason he sold
out to John Zerbe who continued tiue business for mamy years an. oy
the business accumilated some property.

The Heiby hotel was a wvery popular place to etop. Lany
of thie traveling men of that day went far out of their way to Gce
able t0 come under the care of Mrs. Heiby who was a mother fo all
of them by the kind and thoughtful ministrations she never falled
to give them whether they came to the hotel after all the worx of
the day was supposed to be out of the way. They were alwayes greeted
in a motherly fashion. This these men liked and tnerefore sou, ht it
out. Mr. Heiby was a heavy eset man. I can yet see him sitfin omn
the outsice of tue tavern in favorable weather and move with the
progress of thie sun. The horses of the late comer were aiways
carefully stowed away in the barn with the saie attention as though
their owner had come early.

John Zerbe, as stzted above, concducted a tarivine business
at this place for years. Wien he saw fit to guit, one of nis sons
continued the work for some time. The automobile had something
to do with the guantity of businese in later years.

At one time in later years the village supported two
salooneg, one of them was concucted by John Zerbe snd tle other
by John G. Hasse. The entire business was discontinued when the
township voted dry finally under the township ovntinn law.

I have alweys nad great respect for William (Willie)
Pfleicerer's enterprise because he had the business foresiyht to
invest in buggies, horses, axd the necessary buildings to carry
on a paying livery-hire business. This wae located south of
Szncuseky Street, almost opposite the south end of Poplar Street.

In the early céays there wae a ploture gallery in the
room occupied by Charles Heibertshausen with hie repair shop and
ghoe store. The large windowe to the east always indicated such
a busiuess.

William Keel had a gallery in his big car which was
just acrose the etreet frow the hotel. Tue car was placec along
the fence on the north-east corner of the "Public Bquare." This
car did a good businese there for some years.

Daniel Brenner's big photograph car was located on the



open spacdé just south of Scott and Keller's store (the brick store).

Mr. Brenner did a thriving business at this place for eome years.

ihen he removed to Bucyrus and looated on the west eide of Sandusky
venue.

William Brenner, Daniel Brenner's nephew, conducted a
photograph gallery on the second floor immediately weest of O. and
C. EKeller's store. He conducted a bupinese for several years. After
closing out his gallery here, he went %u large cities to carry on
hie line of work. _

Mr. Breymeyer conducted quite an extensive weaving business
in the building Henry Rader omne time uged for hie shoe repairing
work. Thie was at the foot of the hill on the nortih side of
S8hort Street

N. B. For the saxe of accuracy the following information
should be inserted after the period in the third line on page 41.

"In about two years Merrisn transferred the store to his
nephew, G. N. Davis, who continued the business about two years,
when lerriam again took poesession of what was left, and in a few months
traneferred the stock to Pomeroy A. Blanchard, another nephew. He
remained in Sulphur Springs several years."

The firm of O. and C. Keller ceased September 13, 1934
when John Striker took charge of the business as the purchaser.

Johm Felchtner and George Shealey built a hardware store
on the alley south of the present Bittikofer drug store. They con-
tinued in business for about two years. Then George Shealey sold
his interest to Boyd Lobinson. This firm conftinued in business till
Yr. Robinson's death. However, Robinson and Feichtner moved their
hardware store stocx froo tize ocuillding on the alley tn the brick
building on the socuth-west corner of thne "Public Bquare." They
reuzined here for one year, then moved to the old loecation on the
zlley.

J The small bullding standing just west of tke 0. and C.
Eeller store hac been a busy place since the harness making bus-
iness ceased with the death of Beorge Helby, Jr. The use of this
btullding was given to the womenof the community by 0. and C. Keller
for church work of various kinds. The place might rightly be called

“MThe women's work rooms". In this place the women have been meeting
for yeare to do quilting and other work of such nature in which

the women of the churches were naturally interested. Suppers ang
meetings of various kinds have been held nere. It has been a

busy place because it afforded a central location for work ang
social gatherings. Chlefly among those who have used the bullding
have Pesn the women of the Lutheran and Reformed churches.
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Robert Wallace Musgrave was born in New York February 10,
1801. The whole family moved to Ohio when he wae a mere boy. When
he was 15 years old, he clerked in Henry St. John's store in Wooster,
O. Mr. 8t. John moved to Bucyrus, Ohio and brought Robert Musgrave
with him and for several years young Robert was in partnerenlp with
Mr. St. John in Bueyrus. In Bucyrus Robert Musgrave met lilse laris
Gillespie, who was a native of Pennsylvania. They were married in
1835. They lived in Bucyrus for six years where he continued in
business. He then sold his interests and moved to Annapolis, later
Sulphur Springs, in June 1841l. There he built a store and put in =2
stock of goods. Here he was in businese until his deatn in 1&588.
He was a very successful business man and therefore accumulated con-
siderable property. He owned 760 acres of land in the neignborhood.
In fact, his land surroucded the entire village. His home was the
aristocratic home of the village and entire community. In Zresident
Buchanan's administration e was appointed postmaster. This ofiice
he held for sone years, even though he was of the opposite politicel
party. For several years he was Associate Judge. He was also Asso-
ciate County Judge. Hie entire life was one of business of various
kinds, and in additicn to this, he was one of the leaders iu the
life of the community.

The Muesgrave home stood in from the street quite a dis-
tance on the North-east corner of Jackson and Paris Streets(Plymout!
Road). The large spaces around the home and the family name gave
the home an alr of exclusiveness. While Mrs. Musgrave lived there
after ner husband's death, the home was very exclusive. All the
little boye of that time remember the big black dog Rover witlh toe
big long club chained to his neck as he came rushing down the long
walk and always made the boys scamper to cover when the apples
geemed so tempting -- oh so tempting.

The house wag an attractive one-story bullding locatecd
on a pronounced decline toward the east. This made the house look
very tall when approaching from the east. The house as 1t 1s now
conetructed ie a two~story building,

I cen remember the Musgrave pew in the Lutheran church in
the village. The occupante of this pew were slwaye devoutly dig-
nified. Their mannere in church were above reproach.



Irtcluiﬂqes gf the Ul!_iég’t

1 am making no attempt to arrange the industries in
any chronological order, the plan ie to show the great variety
of projects that were set on foot to supply the needs of the
community and gain a livelihood.

LINSEED OIL MILL:= In 1839 James Gurwell and Jacob
Peterman sold their linseed oil mill, which was declining in
business, to William Souder who ran the business successfully
for years.

DISTILLERY:- A distillery on the same lot as the mill
spoxen of above was not a business success by Gurwell and Peterman.

POTTERY:- A pottery was also establisnhed in the village,
but it was not a business success, 1t seeme, by Gurwell and
Peterman.

ASHERY:— An ashery was established by Judge R. W. Mus=-
grave on the 1ot on the south side of Paris (Plymouth Road)Street
and on the west bank of Spring Run. I am told that the originsl
asnes make thelr appearance when this particular garden is dug to a
certain depth. I am willing to guess that the business project
was a success in the hands of R. W. Musgrave.

TANNERIES:- There were four tanneries orerated for
longer or shorter periods of time it seems. David BHawk con-
ducted one on the lot now ovmed by John Feichtner at the north
end oi Jackson Street where it turns: to the right. William
Bacon owned this tannmery also but he sold it to John Hawk and
Mark Hatton. These vats were seen by 0.J. and C.A.Keller many
times. They say 1t was called tne Havk tannery.

A second tannery was located on the north-weet corner
of Sandusky Street and Jackson Street(The Henry Fry or Jacob Rice
lot). Thie was a small tannery. It was operated by a MNr.Moriatty.

A third one was sterted about 1830 near the site of the
Union Church, one mile north-east of the village by Jacob L. Gurwell,

A fourth one was located west of the village and was
conducted by David Kintner. This one was also a small enterprise.

CANE MTLLS:- The Civil War cut off the molaeses supply
of the South. We all remember the cane mills dotting the country
side. These mills quite naturally developed to meet the need fop
molasees.One mill wae on the Mathias Markley farm one mile south
on the weet side of the road running south past tiie Union Reformeg
Church.Anotner mill was on the Jerry Teel farm one mile east of
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the village on the Teeltown road. No cane mill was ever operated
in the village. The Peter Rutan cane mill wae in Teeltowm.

SAW MILL:- About 1833 James licKee operated a saw mill
in the town.

The Humiston mill, however, was a major lndustry in its
time. What a sight that mill yard was at all times of the year
piled high with saw logs. How the up and down saw would groan and
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labor trying to make 1ts way through the blg logs, and how saucily
1t womld try to regain itself when the loge were small. Those were
happy rides the small boys took as the log car made its trios up and
down the track because it was a two-story mill. Thle fact afforced
the small boys thrilling rides up and down the long inclined track.

CIDER PEESS:~ We must not forget the clder press at
this mill. This place was very dear to tne boye of the villags.
The rides and the cider were enough to atiract 211 the Loys,
and they did. This industry suggests to many of us in that FTOUD
of boys sweet cider,apple butter,cider vinegar, znd hard cicer %oo
for that matter -- and apple jack when the weatlier war just richt.
For some time a saw mill wes operated on the wood yard of the
old grist mill.

GRIST MILL:- "In 1887 J.B.Squier and W. 8. Bacon having
erected a new steam mill with improved machinery at Sulphur Springs
removed tne business from the banks of the Sancdusky river to tieir new
building. Mr. Bacon sold out to his partner iu 1874." Thie ies taken
foom the 18281 history of Crawford County. Tne Sandusky river mill
spoken of above had been built on the J. 0. Blowers farw prior o
1830 in connection with a saw mill built in 1834. The grist mill
in the town was a strong factor in 211 the community sround. It
gerved all the people with its products and afforded a market to
the farmers for cord wood. Dr.Bquier's buggy on its vay to minister
to some patient and his son Oscar on the cord wood wagon on his way to
the mill were very rarely not seen on the highway. In 1381 tie mill
was operated by Edgar A. and Oscar W. Sguier. Afterwards the mill was
sold to Iesaac Klopfenstein. Hey in turn sold it to Willianm Cooper.
Mr. Cooper traded the mill to Henry BEoke for a farm. Lr. Boxe
operated the mill for avout a year and he dismantled it.

The present condltion ol thne bLuilding brings up memories
and speaks eloquently of the incdustrial changes time has wrouglLit.

CACHILGE AWD WAGON SECPS:— In 1852 the Sexauer brothers:
Lowis, William, Frederick and Lewls stzrted their caxriage factory
in the village. Thney were natifes of Bucyrus and theilr step-father,
YMr. Kinninger, had for some tlwuz previously followed Lhe trade of
wagon maker in Annapolis. After the arrival of the Sexauer brothers
it was not long till a renutation for the excellence of their
product had been establisned. In a short time also they had a
larger trade in farm wagone than any other firw in the county.
They made not only farm wagons , but also ocarriages, bugiies and
light spring wagons. Their work carried off fdrst prizes at county




fairs "against strong competition". What a hive of industry that
Bexauer corner was with its wood-workers, painters, trimmers and
blackemliths.Every man was a very skilled workman in his lipe.What

a sight their show room wae when filled with their eplendid workmpan-—
ship.It wae an impreesive sight because everybody knew that only the
chofcest of materials and the utmost devotion was being put into
their products. On this busy corner no busy whistle blew but we can
vet hear that modest bell call the workers to their daily taeks-

Henry Helbertshausen established a kike industry in the
village.Many sturdy wagons and buggies came from his busy shop.He
began as a blackemith across the Btreet from the grist mill.Later he
built a wagon shop on the weet end of the triangle formed by Short
South and East Streets. After a number of years he moved his business
from thie triangle to the Sexauer site and carried on the business
a long while after the Sexauer business had ceased.

George Selts was a repairer of wagons and buggies. In
fact he was a very fine worker in wood for all kinds of craft in
wood. Yet, he found time to construct many vehicles of various
kinde. Hle shop stood on the east side of Jackson Street, south
of the alley north of Sandusky BStreet.

e must not forget the sturdy and rugged German workman,
Jacob Garster, who was always quietly at hie worlk in hie ehop on
the west =side and at the extreme south end of East Street. From
that shop came good homest repair work and an occasional farm
wagon.

The last in this long line of makers of wvehicles is
Jeremiah Rader.All one meeds to say of his is that the vehicles an d
repalr work that came from his shop were just the durable kind
a person would expect to come from the shop of a consecrated
Pennseylvania German workman.

I am constrained to eay that this village for many
years was a veritable hive of wagon and buggy makers and the very
finest of repair work always come from these workmen.

CREAMERY:~ It certainly was a new day when the Sulphur
Springs Creamery was established. It was located just beyond the
group of houseé on the south side of the Teeltorn road east of
Esst Street. This industiry was in operation for a number of years.
It developed into a place where farmers could turn their milk
into ready cach. Joseph Chatlton was the efficient butter maker for
a number of years. John H. Keller and Jbsiah Keller were some of
the farmers who were leadere in this project.

TELESCOPE:~ We must not forget the rather unusual enter-
nrise Jacob Rice conducted in thie village for many years. I
refer to his work of making telescopes. liany & person came to thig
town and was really awed by the extraordinary type of skilled work
Jacob Rice waus dolng quietly and unobtrusively. The intelligent
mathematical accuracy whith which he constructecd his inetruments
was a myetery to everybody.
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With his death the enterprise stopved with absolutely
0 one at all capable of following his skilled mind end hands.

UNDERTAKING:-~ I wieh o speak of another industry. I
X:fer to undertaking. That is now considered a profession with &
business alde. I wish to speak of Abraham Young, that pious
fatherly friend to everybody. He was s Dunkard with the modest
type of modesty and piety we usually mscribe to this religious
group. He and his good wife breathed a benedictlon upon every one
they met.

There was no Dunkard organization in the village or on
the outskirts. So they were compelled to go elsewhere to find the
form of worship they craved. It was therefore a ususal sight to
see Mr. and Mrs. start from home Saturday evenings with their
spanking team of beautiful horses. They attended a church about
eight miles north-east of Tiffin. They invariably reached home
Sunday evening.

I call his career an industry because he made and trimmed
the coffins. HEe woe also a cabinet moker. I saw him at work
many a time. DLow devoutly painstaking he was. I do not know if
he made all the coffins in his later life. I say coffine because
the term casket was not used in those days. At the fatner's death
the son Eli (Putty)} continued the work his devous father nhad so
piously followed.

Reuben Bender followed undertaking for a number of years
when he lived in the first house west of Spring Run on the south
gide of Paris Street (Plymouth Road). He and his wife trimmed the
vwifine they needed in their work. These they secured fronm
dealers in Bucyrue. Mr. Bender had all plans made and some materials
worked out for a new hearsc wihen he decided to discontiue the work.
He later became a builder and concractor.

LATER SA" MILLS:- Frank Humiston moved the Dixon saw mill
to the yard on the old Humiston mill in the wvillage. This mill
Samuel Ulmer bought from Frank Humiston. After some years it burned
down. After the fire, Samuel Ulmer had Charles Lantz bring in a
portable saw mill to saw up the large number of loge on the mill-
7ard. This ended the saw mill business on the Humiston yards. Taen
the lumber sawing business was taken to thie south eide of the ola
grist mill -- that is, to the wood-yard of the old griet mill —-
where William Cooper instelled a new outfit by comnecting thie new
machinery with the old grist mill en%ine by a system of belting.
Mr. Cooper finally traded the mills \griet, dlder, and saw mills)
to Henry Boke for a farm in Geauga County. Mr. Boke overated the
mille for zbout a year when he dismontled them. Now David Streib
is orerating the saw mill on the mame slite, only a little farther
ezst.

LATER CIDER-PRESEEZS:- John K. Zerbe and Otis Zabst
belted a portanle engine to v clder preee that was locatvd on the
Eumieston mill yard. Thie was the last cider prees on this gite.
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William Cooper then installed a new dider press on the
north slde of the old grist mill by belting it to the old grist
mill engine. Thie mill was also traded to Henry Boke by William
Cooper. ~hile Henry Boke yet owned the cider press, but was not

operating the grist mill, Charles Bchwab operated the cider pPress

with a gasoline engine. This vpress was displaced with a new one
by Charles Schwab. This one ie now located on the creamery lot
and is operated by electric power.

WAGON MAKER:- When Henry Heibertshausen first began max
buggies and wagons, the painting was done in the Georze Seits's
sho . lir. Seits did practically all the wood work Mr. Helberte-
hausen needed in his shop. This arrangement gave dr. Zeits mach
wOork in addition to the stable trade he had develooed befors Nr.
Heibertshausen had entered the bugpy end wagon hmaking business.

ting
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. CABINET SHOP:- In 1837 John Daweon conducted a cabinet shoD.
At this time a workman in this line of work had all he could do
because he did not need to compete with factoriee in this kind of
product.

HATTER:~ @n 1838 John Berk establlshed himeelf as a hatier
in the village. ¥No factoles here again to afford competition
made it posesible for such a trade to flourieh.

SHOEMAKERS:~ Early in the higtory of the villge William
Dicks established himself in the shoemaking trade. Thie brings
tg ming a group of shoemakers who took very able carxe of this type
of work.

We all remember Jacob Pfleiderer whose shop was located
on the south slde of Sandusky Street in the extreme south part of
the village. He took good care of the common trade but was always
at his task.

Henry Rader was a familiar figure in his eliop on the
nath side of Bhort Street and west of Spring Run. Hie work was
of the correct type a Pennsylvania German type of workman would mnet-
urally sturn out.

Samel Smalley was one of the cnaractsrs of the tomm.
Hig snop wz=s on the extreme south end of the lot on which the
brick store is located, on the alley on Jackeon Street. He dig
all kinds of work in his shop. He wes a sgkilled workman. Wne n
in the mood his greetlinge were very cineerful. His rat-a-tatp-tap
could be heard at all times of the day. i

Frederick Abendroth's shop was near his houee on the
west side of Jackson Street. In connection with his repair work
and making of new work he aleo carried a siock of boots anc shoes
of the more useful kinds. He also was a German who came from
Penneyivania. He was a modest and unarsuming man whose word
concerning hie work or goods was above any question at all.

Charles Heilbertshaueen was another of these well known
shnemakers the village at one tlme supported. His store was on
Paris Street (Plymouth Road) nearly opposite the north end of
Walnut Btreet. He too carried a large stock of boots and shoes
in connection with the work he did along the line of repairing and
new work. Hie shop wae the most central because he had been in
bueiness so long and did such a variety cf work.

HARNESS MAKER8:- In 1841 James Nicka was engaged ip
harnees maEing. The trade was & most nccessuary one in the ocolmun—
ity for all tne farme needed harness and needed to have TepPALY S
for the harnees. Willlam Haffner developec the most vigorous bniai-
nese the village ever esaw. He had at timue two and theee men g¢
the benchee with him. He bought emough Juwid from Michuel Heiby
west of the hotel on the morth side of Pari: Street for g



:hgg and house. Thege buildings are now occcupled by John Kafer for
e d?&ﬂ and store. William Haffner wasg followed by Lincoln Magers.
i & good bua%neas for a number of years. After the Haffner eg-
ba enment cegsed operations, QGeorge Heiby, Jr.conducted a good
usiness in the building immediatel west of the 0. and 0. Keller

store on Paris Street(Plymouth Road). At his death this line of
trade ended at this place.

ELAGHSHITHS: = _Early in the history of the village Fred-
erick Beard concumcted a blackemith ehop west of the town. We are
told that a Mr; Winebar had another ghop.

Levi Burroughe had a shop on the end of hie lot on the
norih-east corner of Liberty and Paris Streete (Plymouth FRoad).
Fe was a very fine workman in his line. He subsequently moved to
Tiro, Ohio where he continued hie trade. He was a well-knnwm story
teller in the town.

Henry Heibertshausen began nie blacksmithing career in
& Shop across from the grist 'mill on East Street just south of
Short Street. He:%\he laid tine foundation for the extensive Lusi-
ness he conductedpleter years in the making of buggies and wagons.
Then he took up this type of work, this shop was moved to the
west angle of the triangle formed the East, short, and South
Streets. This eite was fhe place where Jeremiah Rader'e shop had
stood. Later his entire Lueiness wac moved the the Bexauer corner
after they had guit the business of wagon and buggy making on the
soutn-east corner of the " Public Bquare'.

Jeremiah Rader learned the blacksmith trade under tie
instruction of Henry Knauss at the Sexauer shop. Then he built a
Bhop at the west pdnt of the angle formed by Short and South
Streets. In this slhiop he learned horse shoeing from Levi Burroughs.
This shop he later moved to the north-east cormer of the present
Jonn Steen lot on Poplar Street. This shov was later torn dowm. Mr.
Rader built a shop on the alley on the north-west corner of his lot
on VWalnut Street. In this shop he carried on his trade till his
death. Here he conducted quite a business in wagon making chiefly,
and =n occasional buggy. But his chief line was fTine blacksmitning.
He had no rivaels in his line of work in the town.

Joun Caris was another of the blackemitlhis of the village.
His shop stood on the third lot east of the present garage which
stands on the south-east corner of the "Public Square". MNo other
shoo was better known than his. His product was seturdy and honest.
He was well knowm for making horse shoe namils. These he used in
his work of shoeing horses. Many persons watched while he was at
work making these nails. his ekill attracted attention.

TLILOR:- John G. Hasaee had a tailor shop on the south-east
corner of Walnut and South Btreets. Mlr. Hasse was & good workman
and a familliar figure eltting croee-legged on his work table. He finally
quit the talloring businese and started a smsloon in the building
on the north-weet corner of Paris(Flymouth Road ) and Liverty Streets.



BUILDING CONTRACTORS:~ Contractors the village and commi=
nity around supported in those days! James Kemmis,Geroge P.RodeT,
Charles Ackerman,Reuben H.Bender,Henry Korner come readlly GO
mind. Many are the houses, barns and school houses these men could
polnt out as they review their work. It was always interesting tO
séeé these men and their helpers going to and from their work day
&fﬁEI‘ da}rl

TINNERS!~ Tinners did a thriving businese then. William
Evans was a very prominent man in the village in his day. He
was associated with Henry Fry and was a very skilled workman. Ther
factory had not at that time invaded this 1ine of work. That tin
shop was a very interesting place as all kinds of tin products were
made in thie shop at this time.

Ely Weisel was another very skilled worxman in his day.
He was another prominent man in the comanunity both a8 a workman
abd also as a very skilled cornetist.

Jonn Felchtner is the verteran along the tinning line.
He has outlived all those mentioned sbove snd is at the beénch every
day. Modern life makes demands upon his skill that the factory has
not yet taken from this trade. He is at his work in the shop of
the Rader Hardware. Jacob Keller followed this trade also.

PRINTER:— The piloneer printer of the village was Lewis
Sexauer. This wag after the Sexauer VFscon Shop had closed where he
had been at the head of the paint shop. His was certainly a steady
hand. He carried on an extensive line of jov work in connection
with hie notion store at first in the building just west of the
C. and C. Keller store. Subsequently the shop was moved into the
room in the rear ol the Drug Store. From this press came the only
newspaper the village has ever had. The "Peoples' Friend", as the
paper wae called, wae a very welcome visitor in the homes of the
town and community. The worx was continued in the same place oy
Jonn EBittikofer.

BARBER SHOP:-— In the late sixties or early seventies
Jeremiah Keller conducted a barber suop in the drug store donducted
oy Reuben T. Bower.

The bparber shop that stands just weet of the hotel on
the north side of Paris Street ( Plymouth Road) formerly stood
west of the site where the brick store now stands. Thie was
moved to its present place and has been used ae a barber shop ever
since. Eli (Putty) Young Grant Zerbe ond Cherles Heiby made this
shop a place of reputalion for good work. There are now two
ghops 1n operation. The town should be well groomed.

GUNSMITH:— A colorful occupation profitably carried on
was the gunsmltll shop of Jonaes Harmon. Tae abundant opportunities
for hunting everywhere gave thie skillful pgunsmith a chance to
show anc sell his well made firearms to many devoted huntere of that
time. That old shop wes, when at ite best, a veritable curig



enop. What a stock of firearms wae alwaye in thie shopl All these
were the product of his skilled hands. He was also @ musician after
the manner of the time. How plainly I can yet hear Jonas Harmon
play the "Fisher's Hornpipe" with a vigor and rhythm snd agility
and enthusiaem that made the steps of old and young more eprigntly
and their hearte rebound with new vigor. Tne gunsmith work was
continued by his son John. However, game in the forests decreased
g0 steadily that the gunsmith trade vractically vanished. The =on
then took care of the firearw trade that remained ana turned nis
attention to clock and watch repairing. He will be remembered for
his very skillful playing of the cornet. He was always counecisac
with the various cornet bands of the town and always one of the
most outstanding players of the group.

STONE LASONS:~ John P. Bremnmer and his son George were
the leading masons of their time. J. P. Brenner's slow and honest
work, with the help of his son, was always in demand. There are a
good many substantial buildings standing firmly on the foundations
these honest workers put under these buildings.

CISTERN liAKFR:- George Bremner's cisterns must not bLe
forgotten because he had almost a monopoly on thne cistern making
business for quite a long time. One of the reasons for nis pop-
ularity was for the reason that he always stipulated that a
newly made cistern should always be allowed to discharge tuie firss
water coming in througn the discharge pipe for sowe lengtiu of tiume
before the water was Lo be used. Tonis was to get rid of all sub-
stances that would tend to "harcen" the water. The fact is that
the advice zlways brought the desired result.
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Few people now living in the village krnow that odesse
s there was at one time in the village what might be termed a
thrivingg shoe factory on the second floor of the 0. amd C. Keller
store building. 1In fact, thle was before the present ware-house
(the second village school building) was moved back of the present
gtore building about 1874.

Samuel Smalley, Thomas Barnett and Frederick Bloom were
the workmen in this unusual faciory which was locateé in the
front part of the building in the room so long occupled by C. A.
Keller snd later by Oliver J. Xeller until hie death as a rooming
place.

Boots and shoes were repaired by the shoemakers named
above. New stock was made to be sold in the store on the first
andé ior euestomers who came to this shop and had footwear made to
measure. No cdoubt this room was a busy place in thoee days long
g0

I am inclined to~think that the tanneries in the village
made the securing of good leather an easy matter and at very reas-
onable prices. In counection with the tanneries so close at hand,
we must not forget thai the butchers and every farmer killed eattle.
"Agein, there were great quantities of ocal bark near a2t hand in the
woode arounc the town. This bark was the indispensable necessity
to the tanning bueiness. All these facts, as stated, should have
produced excellent leather cheaply.

This made it poesible for a group of men, like the ones
named suove, .0 etart an enterprise with very em»ll capitsl and make
it pay. Also, they hac an outlet reedy at hené for the finighed
product in the form of a developed cueton trade and a distributing
center in the store below owned by Alfred Fry and John (uiss.

These shoemczere, therefore, hed two outlete for their
product the one, working according to "weasure" for a customer who
vould take the footwear away from the sLop with hiwm; the other,
the proprietors of tuhe store below would etoci the product on
their enelves ready for any customer who mignt come in to buy 1t
by the mere "trying on"method of purchase.

A person csn easlily imagine thet this place, witlout
dcubt, wos a very busy factory on a very emall scale with very little
"cead gtock" to worry svout, becpucse tae raterlels were of the
best and the workmanehio wae ol the old-fashioned type.






